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Annual  S.F,  Examiner  Spelling  Bee  at  Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 


The  Schwol  is  proud  to  ure&cnt  Ihf  grade  Uvtl  champions  (left  t«  rishl):  NaUlia  Ajdana.  1st  srsde;  BcrnadclU  Asparia,  4lh 
grade;  Angela  Lin,  3rd  grade;  Carol  Hung,  Sth  grade  and  School  Champion;  Jasper  Sihoe,  kindergarten;  Deepa  Deo,  2nd  grade. 
Cod  gralu  la  lions  to  them  all,  and  especially  to  Jasper,  oor  Kindergarten  superstar  who  can  spell  words  with  6  or  more  letters, 
and  Carol  who  will  represent  the  School  to  compete  Id  the  Cltywlde  Spelling  Bee  contest. 


ASSEMBLY  SPEAKER  BROWN  INTRODUCES  NEEDLE  EXCHANGE  BILL 


Assembly  speaker,  Willie  L  Brown 
Jr.  (D-San  Francisco)  introduced 
AB  2525,  a  measure  to  slow  the  spread 
of  the  AIDS  virus  by  setting  up  careful- 
ly-controiled  needle  exchange  pilot 
programs  upon  the  request  of  local  of- 
ficials. 

"The  entire  San  Francisco  com- 
munity agrees  that  this  bill  wilt  be  an 
effective  tool  to  fight  the  deadly  spread 
of  the  AJDS  virus,"  Brown  said.  'The 
Mayor,  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the 
Health  Commission,  and  a  host  of  com- 
munity leaders  have  endorsed  this  legis- 
lation. 

'Tbe  bill  amends  the  law  to  allow 
pharmacists,  physicians,  surgeons,  and 
other  authorized  persons  to  distribute 
clean  needles  and  s^'ringes  as  part  of  a 
pilot  project  which  must  meet  stringent 
requirements.  A  project  would  be 
authorized  for  three  years  but  could  be 
terminated  at  any  time  if  the  local  health 
officer  found  that  it  was  having  a 
detrimental  effect  on  public  health. 

"Clean  needle  exchange  programs, 
and  I  emphasize  exchange,  have  proved 
to  be  an  effective  tool  in  in  lessening  the 
risk  of  HIV  infection  among  in- 
travenous drug  users,"  Brown  said. 
"Under  AB  2525's  provisions,  a  clean 
needle  would  not  be  pro\'ided  unless  a 
needle  is  returned." 

As  of  September  1991,  32  percent  of 
the  neariy  196,000  reported  cases  of 
AIDS  in  the  United  States  were  at- 
tributed to  the  use  of  dirty  needles  to 
inject  drugs,  according  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Department  of  Health.  A  Yale 
Universi^  study  of  a  needle  exchange 
pro^m  in  New  Haven,  Cona,  es- 
timated that  the  program  would  reduce 
HIV  (Human  Immunodeficiency 
Virus)  transmissions  by  33  percent 

Uder  the  provisions  of  AB  2525  and 
a  companion  measure  to  be  inuroduced 
in  the  State  Senate  by  Sen.  Diane  Wat- 


son (D-Los  Angeles),  a  pilot  needle  ex- 
change project  could  be  established 
only  upon  the  request  of  appropriate 
city  or  county  officials,  including  local 
public  health  officers. 

Tbe  legislation  requires  community 
involvement  in  the  development  of  each 
proposed  pilot  project  Each  project 
would  require  voluntary  and 
anonymous  HIV  testing,  counseling, 
partner  notification  and  early  interven- 
tion services. 

The  City  and  County  of  San  Francis- 
co and  the  San  Francisco  AJDS  Foun- 
dation are  co-sponsors  of  the  bill. 

WHATTHE  BILL  DOES 

•  Allows  local  jurisdiction  to  estab- 
lish a  3-year  clean  needle  exchange 
pilot  program,  upon  approval  by  tbe 
Department  of  Health  Services; 

•  Allows  the  furnishing  of  clean 
needles  and  syringes  as  part  of  an 
authorized  pilot  project  The  bill  does 
not  decriminalize  possession  by  the 
drug  addict 

•  Requires  community  invoKement 
in  developing  and  assessing 
proposed  pilot  projects. 

*  Requires  each  pilot  project  to  be 
part  of  a  comprehensive  HfV 

prevention  program.  Projects  would 
be  linked  to  voluntary  and  anonymous 
HIV  testing,  counseling,  partner 
notification  and  early  intervention 
programs. 

*  Contains  "poison  pill"  language 
that  requires  the  local  health  officer  to 
terminate  the  project  if  he  or  she  finds 
that  the  project  is  increasing  drug  use 
or  the  spread  of  HFV  infection. 

WHY  THE  BILL  IS  NECESSARY 

*  California  is  one  of  only  11  states 
that  make  it  a  crime  to  furnish  needles 
without  a  prescription  and  one  of  seven 


that  does  not  waive  this  prohibition 
within  the  context  of  an  HIV  prevention 
program. 

•  A  successful  clandestine  needle  ex- 
change program  has  been  operating  in 
San  Francisco  since  1988.  It  is  run  by  a 
group  of  volunteers  called  "Pre\'ention 
Point,"  who  exchange  thousands  of 
needle  a  year. 

Current  law  prevents  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  from  providingneedles  to  the 
program.  It  can  provide  only  safe  dis- 
posal containers,  cotton  swabs,  rubbing 
continued  on  page  7 


ONE  NEAT 
SCHOOL! 

All  of  the  315  students  from  El 
Dorado  Elementary  School  met  to 
clean  up  a  section  of  Ocean  Beach 
(Taraval  Street  Entrance)  on  Friday, 
February  28,  1992  from  9:30  to  11:30 
AM. 

EI  Dorado  School's  trash  pick-up  es- 
capadewill  culminate  the  school's  week 
longstudyofvariousocean habitats.  El 
Dorado's  teachers  hope  that  this  event 
will  teach  their  students  the  importance 
of  keeping  our  beaches  clean  --  both  for 
human  life  and  sea  life. 

Watch  the  April  Grapevine  for  pic- 
tures and  a  write-up  of  this  great  event, 
which  was  a  little  too  late  for  our  March 
issue  deadline. 

FOURTH- GRADER  IS 
WINNER  IN  NATIONAL 
ESSAY  CONTEST  ON 
EDUCATION 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Christine 
Robinson, a  fourth-graderat  G.W.  Car- 
ver  School,  is  the  winner  in  the 
Kodak/Alan  Page  Challenge  in  the 
Great  Cities. 

education  and  life's  choices  in  a  150- 
word  essay,  Robinson  will  receive  a 
Kodak  35  mm  camera  outfit  and  a  $100 
U.S.  savings  bond.  The  essay 
responded  to  the  statement:  "Alan 
Page  says,  'With  an  education,  tbe  fu- 
ture isyours.'  Here's  what  that  means  to 
mc."  Her  essay  was  chosen  tiy  a  panel  of 
elementary  school  educators  from  258 
entries  submitted  by  San  Francisco  stu- 
dents. 

The  Challenge,  sponsored  by 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Alan  Page, 
former  National  Football  League  star 
and  current  Minnesota  assistant  attor- 
ney general,  and  the  Council  of  Great 
City  Schools  inspired  more  than  23,000 
students  in  45  cities  nationwide  strong 
statements  about  the  link  between  a 
good  education  and  successful  adult 
lives.  Last  fall  marked  the  first  time  that 
the  NFL  became  affiliated  with  the 
Challenge  contest 

'The  essays  paint  a  vivid,  inspira- 
tional picture  of  childhood  ambitions 
and  expectations,  "said  Kodak  chair- 
man, president  and  chief  executive  of- 
ficer Kay  R.  Whitmore.  'The  most 
prevalent  theme  children  returned  to 
repeatedly  was  that  education  offers 
choices  and  that  the  lack  of  education 
could  eliminate  their  opportunity  to 
choose  their  profession  and  lifestyle  as 
they  become  adults." 

The  essays  indicate  that  at  this  young 
age,  students  are  focused  on  the  corn- 
continued  on  page  7 


TEENS  GET  PAID  TO 
CLOWN  AROUND  TfflS 
SUMMER 

■ 

Bay  Area  teens  can  earn  money  hy 
running  away  with  the  circus  this  sum- 
mer "  and  they  don't  even  have  to  leave 
home.  MAKE*A*CIRCUS  is  accept- 
ing applications  now  for  the  1992  Teen 
Apprentice  Program,  with  free  circus 
slcilis  classes  beginning  April  21,  1992  in 
San  Francisco. 

All  interested  teens  aged  14  and  up 
attend  free  classes  two  afternoons  a 
week  for  ten  weeks  {throu^  June  25), 
where  they  learn  juggling,  tumbling, 
stiltwalking.  clowning,  face  painting, 
crowd  control,  working  with  children, 
and  more.  Tbe  1992  teen  apprentices 
will  be  chosen  at  tbe  end  of  the 
workshops,  and  the  five  selected  teens 
receive  a  summer  job  with 
MAKE*A*aRCUS  and  the  oppor- 
tunity to  perform  in  Bay  Area  parks 
with  the  Summer  Festival  Day  Tour. 

iviAi\Ji  /\M^iKV-ua  IS  a  tree,  out- 
door, participatory  professional  circus 
theater  which  has  performed  its  Sum- 
mer Festival  Day  Tour  annually  in  more 
than  50  communities  throughout 
California  for  the  past  18  years. 


Applications  will  be  accepted  before 
and  at  the  first  class,  April  21.  (Loca- 
tion to  be  announced.)  Further  infor- 
mation and  applications  for  the  1992 
MAKE'A'CIRCUS  Teen  Apprentice 
Program  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
MAKE»A*CIRCUS,  Elaine  Shen, 
415/776-8477  or  writing  to 
MAKE*A*C1RCUS,  Fl  Mason  BIdg. 
C,  Room  200.  San  Francisco,  CA 
94123. 
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reduced.  The  legal  advocates  are  con- 
cerned about  a  number  of  things.  They 
want  to  make  sure  that  a  suspended  or 
transferred  student  is  given  the  fair 
treatment  of  due  process,  as  in  a  court 
of  law.  They  are  also  concerned  that 
families  are  not  given  information  on 
the  disciplinary  process  in  their  own 
languages,  thus  they  may  not  under- 
stand what  is  going  on.  They  say  that 
parents  and  students  are  not  informed 
properly  of  their  right  to  appeal  an  ex- 
pulsion. There  is  no  system  for  follow- 
ing up  on  a  student  who  has  been  ex- 
pelled, suspended  or  transferred,  and 
the  legal  advocates  are  afraid  that  many 
students  are  forever  lost  from  the 
school  s)'stem.  The>'  maintain  that  dis- 
ciplinary transfers  are  very  detrimental 
to  a  studenL  if  a  student  is  considered 
unmanageable  by  teachers  and  ad- 
ministrators, be/she  is  transferred  to 
another  school.    Often  the  student's 
reputation  follows  to  the  new  school. 
Negative  expectations  are  a  self-fulfill- 
ing prophecy,  so  many  students  end  up 
being  shunted  from  one  school  to 
another,  to  another,  etc 

The  School  District  has  agreed  to  try 
to  lower  the  number  of  suspensions. 
Tfaey  agreed  to  have  the  District  make 
available  all  the  notices  (written  or  ver- 
bal) to  parents  regarding  disciplinary 
actions  in  their  primary/native  lan- 
guage.   The  District  has  agreed  to 
review  the  way  that  "evidence"  is 
presented  in  expulsion  hearings,  and 
has  agreed  that  hearsay  testimony  is  in- 
appropriate. The  School  District  has 
agreed  to  consider  utilizing  members  of 
the  cask  force  made  up  of  the  legal  ad- 
vocates in  developing  in-service  train- 
ing and  disciplinary  procedures  for 
school  administrators,  etc 

The  question  of  discipline  is  tough, 


PY 


ST. 


PATRICK'S  DAY 


in  my  personal  opinion.  It  is  not  good 
to  suspend  or  expel  a  student,  and  have 
him/her  just  out  wandering  on  these 
streets.  It  is  not  safe  for  them,  and  they 
are  not  learning  anything  either.  Of 
course.  I'm  aware  that  there  are  a  lot  of 
"wild"  children  in  the  schools  today,  and 
that  the  wildest  can  hurt  others...also 
not  good.  So  what  can  a  teacher  or 
principal  do?  We  can't  let  kids  hurt  one 
another,  can  we?  We  can't  just  throw 
up  our  hands  and  quit.  We  can't 
deprive  kids  of  an  education,  which  is 


every  child's  rigbl  in  the  US. 

What  do  you  think?  Have  you,  or 
anyone  you  know,  bad  any  experience 
with  the  Public  Schools  in  San  Francis- 
co in  regard  to  the  disciplining  of  stu- 
dents? Wouldyou  like  to  be  heard?  We 
will  be  glad  to  print  or  to  pass  on  any 
ioformatioDyoutbinkmightbeimpor- 
tant.  We'd  like  to  see  a  dialog  on  this, 
and  be  able  to  develop  some  construc- 
tive suggestions  to  pass  on  to  the 
schools.  What  do  you  think  would 
work? 


DISCIPLINE  IN  THE 
PUBLIC  SCHOOL 
SYSTEM 

by  Julie  Kavanagh 

There  are  at  least  two  sides  (often 
more)  to  every  story.  This  story,  about 
the  disciplinary  procedures  in  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Schools  is  typically 
bureaucratic  (and  that  means  compli- 
cated). It  seems  that  Neighborhood 
Legal  Assistance  Foundation,  the 
Volunteer  Legal  Services  Program  of 
the  Bar  Association  of  San  Francisco, 
Legal  Services  for  Children  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
NorthemCalifomia  met  last  November 
with  Superintendent  Cortines  and 
School  Board  members  Tom  Ammiano 
and  Leiand  Yee  to  discuss  the  discipli- 
nary policies  and  procedures  in  our 
schools. 

The  practices  of  suspending  stu- 
dents and  disciplinary  transfers  were 
among  those  discussed. 

The  School  District  feels  that  these 
practices  are  necessary  to  ensure  a  safe 
place  for  learning  for  children  in  San 
Francisco,  but  has  agreed  that  the  num- 
ber of  school  suspensions  could  be 


DO  WE  CARE  ABOUT 
ALL  THE  STUDENTS  IN 
SAN  FRANCISCO? 


byLeland  Y.  Yee,  Ph.D.,NCSP. 

Although  schools  are  designed  to 
educate,  suspension  and  expulsion  are 
two  school  functions  which  contradict 
that  primary  missloa  In  the  former 
case,  students  are  not  allowed  in  or  near 
their  schools  upward  of  five  continuous 
days  or  no  more  than  20  days  per  school 
semester.  If  expulsion  is  the  punish- 
ment, the  school  distria  divorces  itself 
completely  from  the  studenL  Unlike 
suspension,  in  which  a  teacher  may  as- 
sign homework  to  the  student  and  is 


short-term,  e,"q3Ulsion  is  a  total  separa- 
tion and  is  long-term.  Staff  does  not 
have  an>'  further  responsibility  for  the 
youngster's  education.  To  be  re- 
patriated, the  student  must  petition  the 
districL  If  the  individual  has  not  ful- 
filled the  terms  of  the  expulsion,  the 
re-admission  is  denied.  The  length  of 
expulsion  ranges  from  the  remaining  to 
the  next  school  semester  and  beyond. 

Pushing  these  troubled  youngsters 
out  of  our  schools  does  not  reduce  the 
discipline  problem.  Expulsion  as  a 
form  of  punishment  is  ineffective.  Ex- 
cusing students  from  school  often 
produces  the  opposite  effect  It  is 
viewed  as  a  short  vacation  from  learn- 
ing. Moreover,  expulsion  does  not  help 
youngsters  understand  the  causes  for 


their  problems,  nor  the  appropriate  be- 
haviors to  resolve  them. 

While  some  of  the  offenses  may  be 
rather  extreme,  such  as  drug  dealing, 
extortion,  or  assault,  they  are  afterall 
committed  by  our  students,  our 
children.  By  removing  them  from 
school,  we  are  saying  that  we  cannot 
help  them;  we  have  failed  them.  We  will 
be  letting  into  society  individuals  who 
will  continue  such  misbehaviors  and 
their  probleme  will  only  get  worse.  The 
schools  should  be  educatingchildren  to 
become  contributing  members  of 
societyand  not  producing  future  felons. 
We  are  not  only  failing  those  students, 
but  also  their  families  and  communities. 
We  are  exiting  from  our  school  system 
and  into  society  students  who  have  very 
little  skills  and  tremendous  resentment 
and  anger. 

The  current  disciplinary  system  is 
not  only  counterproductive,  but  also 
violates  student's  civil  rights.  Due 
process  has  become  not  only  an  abstract 
for  students  and  their  parents,  but  also 
for  the  school  district.  Information 
used  to  convict  students  during  expul- 
sion hearings  are  seldom  questioned  or 
their  veracity  ascertained  by  an  un- 
biased source.  Witnesses  and  state- 
ments against  students  are  seldom  chal- 
lenged. Parents  are  poorly  informed  of 
their  rights  of  the  potential  impact  the 
proceedings  may  have  for  their 
children. 

I  have  seen  school  officials  use  un- 
corroborated information  to  convict 
students,  expel  special  education  stu- 
dents without  due  process  not- 
withstanding that  the  current  protec- 
tion for  the  cTqjulsion  of  special  educa- 
tion students  came  from  a  land  mark 
case  in  San  Francisco  (Doe  vs.Maher), 
or  improperly  informing  language 
minority  parents  about  the  expulsion. 

Five  Years  Ago  in  the 
 Grapevine  

MARCH  1987 

*Advisor  Stephanie  Jackson  at- 
tended daily  to  various  communicative 
duties  as  visitacion  Valley  Elementary 
School  commenced  its  Student  Advisor 
Program  to  improve  relations  between 
teachers,  parents  students  and  the  sur- 


Other  common  problems  include 
staff  delaying  the  presentation  of  expul- 
sion cases  to  the  Board  of  Education  for 
adjudication.  If  advocates  are  present 
at  hearings,  students'  sentences  are 
often  less  severe.  Expulsion  criteria 
change  with  each  StudenL  Extenuating 
circumstances  are  considered  im- 
material. Taken  together,  the  judicial 
system  treats  adults  with  greater  fair- 
ness and  humanity  than  the  Board  does 
with  students. 

In  an  attempt  to  protect  the  general 
student  population,  other  students' 
basic  civil  rights  are  often  ignored. 
Their  welfare  is  forgotten  and  their 
education  is  eventually  lost  A  balance 
must  be  restored. 

Assemblywoman  Lee's  bill  (AB 
2140)  brings  much  needed  and  long 
overdued  reform  to  the  suspension  and 
expulsion  process.  Her  legislation  rep- 
resents a  Bill  of  Rights  for  suspended 
and  expelled  students.  Their  civil  rights 
will  be  acknowledged,  and  some  fair- 
ness will  be  regained.  Her  bill  will  re- 
quire that  information  presented  at 
these  hearings  can  be  verified  and  chal- 
lenged. Witnesses  must  be  present,  and 
can  be  cross-examined.  Hearing 
notices  will  be  presented  and  proceed- 
ings conducted  in  a  language  that  the 
student  and  parents  can  understand. 

This  bill  will  not  address  all  the 
deficiencies  within  the  system.  One 
glaring  omission  is  students  is  students 
and  parents  lacking  a  strong  and  in- 
formed voice  in  the  hearings.  What  is 
eventually  needed  is  a  system  of  free  or 
low  cost  legal  assistance  to  help  repre- 
sent these  students.  Often  when  advo- 
cates are  present,  the  facts  of  a  case 
become  clearer,  and  Board  members 
will  not  feel  they  have  placed  another 
student  though  another  kangerooo 
court, 


roundingcommunit>'. 

*A  grant  of  more  than  $15 
thousand  was  approved  by  the  Kosh- 
land  Committee  of  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation  for  the  Geneva  Towers 
Recreation  Program. 

•Johnny  Nelson,  manager  of  Mila's 
Video  on  Leiand  Ave.,  released  an 
album  of  spicy  Latin  music  entitled  "Si 
Me  Ves  Diferente"  (If  You  Find  That  I 
Have  Changed)  on  the  local  Mila's 
enterprises  label. 


Sen. 

Quentin 

Kopp 


On  behalf  of  the  San  Francisco  First 
Amendment  Coalition,  I  write  to  notify 
you  that  on  November  5, 1991  the  voters 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
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by  a  73%  majority,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing declaration  of  policy: 

"We  the  people  of  the  City  and  Coun- 
ty of  San  Francisco  reaffirm  our  un- 
qualified support  for  the  First  Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  reads: 

'Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  therefore; 
or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or 
of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  lie  people 
peaceably  to  aesemble,  and  to  petition 
the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievan- 
ces.' 

We  hold  that  these  provisions  par- 
ticularly as  they  relate  to  freedom  of 
expression,  are  absolute  and  without  ex- 
ceptions. We  oppose  any  and  all  efforts 
of  government,  at  any  level,  to  regulate 
or  restrict  the  content  of  the  print, 
broadcast,  and  electronic 

media,  the  visual  and  performing 
arts,  and  music  We  call  upon  the  State 
of  California  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  cease  and  desist  all 
efforts  to  restrict  freedom  of  expression 
and  ask  that  no  city  funds  be  used  in 
manner  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this 
initiati\'e. 

We  ordain  that  the  community 
standards  oftheCity  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  are  diversity;  tolerance  and 
the  rejection  of  every  form  of  censor- 
ship." 

The  policy  declaration  Is  commonly 
referred  to  as  the  First  Amendment  In- 
itiative. It  is  now  the  official  policy  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
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WE  GET  LETTERS... 

To  Mayor  Frank  Jordan: 

San  Francisco  is  a  diverse  and  com- 
ptcxcity  facingyears  in  which  its  citizen, 
especial!)'  those  with  the  least  resour- 
ces, will  have  e\'er  greater  need  of  a 
library  system  able  to  fulfill  its  public 
mission. 

The  Council  of  Neighborhood 
Libraries  opposes  any  further  cuts, 
either  cuts  that  would  impact 
branch/reading  center  sites,  or  cuts  im- 
pacting technical  and  Main  library  ser- 
vices which  in  turn  affect  the  total  sys- 
tem. 


The  major  bond  issue  and  private 
funds  campaign  for  the  New  Main  was 
successful  because  that  facility  was 
promoted  as  becoming  the  keystone  of 
an  enhanced,  integrated,  citywide  sys- 
tem. Now  there  is  the  prospect  of  an 
expensive  new  facility  only  partially 
open,  understaffed,  without  the  essen- 
tial complete  and  expertly  programmed 
online  catalogue,  plus  substantially 
reduced  public  access  to  service 
delivery  points  which  arc  the  founda- 
tion of  the  library  system.  Public  sup- 
port for  the  concept  of  the  New  Main 
diminish  rapidly  under  the  impact  of 
reduced  neighborhood  services. 
Branch/reading  center  sites  are  essen- 
tial for  the  majority  of  San  Franciscans. 


we  serve  with  honesty  &  dependability 
FOR  YOU  *  we  buy,  sell,  trade, 
rent,  manage 

HENRY  SCHINDEL 

Real  Estate  Broker 

91  Leiand  Avenue  239-5850 
San  Francisco  94134 


ST.  aAMES_PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Leiand  Avenue      San  Francisco,  Ca  iMl34       Telephone:  (415)  5S6-63S1 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Resus,  Minister 

Church  School  Classes  -  9:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship  Service  -  10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bible  Study  -  11:00  a.m. 
Friday  Cottage  Bible  Fellon-ship  .  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehe^irsal  -  10:00  a.m. 
YOU  are  cordially  welcome  to  join  us  for  study,  worship,  fellowship  and 
si-rv  ice.  We  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  to  lift  up  Jcsu6  Christ  so  He  can 
draw  all  persons  to  Himself, 

COME  TO  CHURCH  THIS  WEEK. 


FIRST  CHILDREN'S  CENTER 


a  warm  andnDrturingenviroameat 
to  help  the  child  grow 
in  self  esteem  and  social  responsibility 

«  Open  registration -enrollment 

•  AjTlerschool  extended  care 

•  Please  visit  our  center  to  sign  op 


The  center  opens  each  week  day 
7.  A.M.  and  Closes  at  6:00  P.M. 

Classes  for  2  and  3  years  olds: 
Classes  for  4  and  5  year  olds: 
Classes  for  Kindergarten. 


120Lathrop  Ave. 
San  Francisco, 

Ca.  94134 
(415)468-4055 


especially  for  children. 

The  overriding  assumption  for  con- 
sideration of  the  SFPL  budget  must  be 
the  this  relatively  small,  basic  service 
department  has  already  been  so  sub- 
stantially decimated  by  budget  cuts  of 
the  past  four  years  that  neither  service 
levels  nor  infrastructure  arc  even  mini- 
mally adequate. 

The  State  made  a  special  exception 
to  the  local  underfunding  of  the  SFPL 
for  91-92  in  order  that  the  city  not  lose 
St^ate  monies;  SFPL  stands  to  lose  at 
least  $300,000  in  State  funds  for  92-93  if 
further  cuts  occur. 

When  Cleveland  has  a  per  capita 


book  budget  of  $9.80,  hew  can  San 
Francisco  consider  itself  a  first  class  city 
with  a  corresponding  budget  of  $178? 

One  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  (a  minute  portion  of  the  city 
budget )  restored  to  the  library  budget  is 
perhaps  the  most  cost  effective  service 
deliver>'you  can  provide  to  San  Francis- 
co citizens  and  neighborhoods  in  92-93. 

Find  the  Funds!!! 

Karen  Crotnmie 

Marty  iKashuba 

Marcia  Popper 

Council  of  Neighborhood  Libraries 
San  Francisco  Public  Library 
Civic  Center 


AKlHKIllS  AU  lU 

ROUND-UP" 

TheArthritisFoundalion,  Northern 
California  Chapter  is  conducting  an 
"Auto  Round-Up"  to  raise  funds  for 
arthritis  research  and  local  patient  ser- 
vices. Individuals  and  businesses  are 
urged  to  donate  cars  that  are  in  running 
condition  for  the  "Auto  Round-Up". 
Those  donating  will  have  a  tax  deduc- 


tion based  on  the  vehicle's  full  fair 
market  value. 

The  Arthritis  Foundation  is  the  onlv 
nationalorganizationseekingthecause. 
prevention  and  cure  for  arthritis,  the 
number  one  crippler  of  Americans. 

For  more  information  about  the 
"Auto  Round-Up",  please  call  the 
Arthritis  Foundation.  Northern 
California  Chapter  office  at 

1  (800)  464-6240. 


%av^  Of/iccs  of  ^ick  Ct)c  ^fGa 

2603  San  Bruno  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
467-6944 


General  Practitioner 


Business 
R&alEsKUc 

Workers'  Compensacion 


WiUs 
Ttrust 
Criming 
Labor 


PEACE  BEGINS  AT  HOME  ! 


JOIN  COMMUNITY  BOARDS 


NEIGHBORS  RESOLVING  CONFLICTS  PEACEFULLY 

•  Prevents  Violence         •  Reduces  Police  Involvement 

•  Unites  Neighbors         •  Empowers  the  Neighborhood 


BE  A  PEACEMAKER  —  TAKE  OUR  FREE  TRAINING 


Preference  Given  to  People  of  Color,  Bilingual  People,  and 
People  16-20  Years  of  Age 


Call  COMMUNITY  BOARDS 


149  NINTH  STREET,  239-6100 
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VISmCION  VALLEY  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  ESSAY  CONTEST 


Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  was  a 
great  civil  rights  leader.  He  tried  to 
bring  together  all  people.  He  tried  to 
speak  up  for  all  people.  He  tried  to 
make  equal  rights  for  people.  Like  the 
blacks  bad  to  sit  in  the  back  of  the  bus, 
they  had  to  go  to  school  that  was  onfy 
for  blacks,  and  more.  But  he  wanted 
equal  rights  and  stood  up  for  iL  Hewon 
a  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1964  for  bringing 
all  colors  together. 

If  there  was  no  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  people  of  all  colors  would  be 
segregated.  Certain  people  of  colors 
would  go  to  a  certain  school  for  them. 
Like  now,  if  it  wasn't  for  him  I  would  be 
inaschoolwitbpeopleofmycolor.  But 
he  stood  up  for  that  I  appreciate  and 
love  what  he  done  for  us. 

On  1968,  Hewas  assassinated.  Now 
wc  celebrate  his  birthday  the  third 
Monday  in  the  first  month.  He  was  a 
great  civil  rights  leader!!! 


Mr.  King,  A  Hero 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  is  a  boy  who 
was  bom  on  Jan.  15,  1929  from  a  happy 
black  family  in  AtJanta,  Georgia,  he  was 
an  ordinary  boy  who  liked  to  play  the  all 
American  game,  football.  He  also  likes 
to  play  baseball  and  basketball.  In  ever>' 
game,  He  always  won,  but  be  is  not  a  bad 
winner,  he  was  a  very  wise  boy.  Every 
time  he  saw  a  boy  or  girl  bothering 
someone,  he  always  tried  to  stop  them. 
Since  he  was  a  litde  boy,  he  always 
wondered  how  come  while  people 
went  to  different  schools  than  the  black 
ones.  Since  that  day.  his  questions  grew 
a  little  bit  bigger,  that  even  the  movie 
theaters  were  one  of  his  questions.  The 
boy  thou^t  it  was  unfair.  One  of  his 
experiences  was  when  his  family  tried  lo 
go  to  a  white  restaurant  and  they  were 
Kicked  ouL  Martin  is 

a  very  smart  boy,  spending  his  allowan- 
ces on  books.  By  the  time  hewas  fifteen, 


he  went  to  college.  As  he  grew  older.he 
followed  his  father's  footstep  as  being  a 
minister.Peoplealways  loved  the  articu- 
late young  man.  They  always  loved  the 
way  Martin  talked..His  words  made  the 
people  firm,  but  Kind  He  was  trying  to 
mold  the  people  about  the  racism  and 
do  something  about  it.  That  day,  the 
heat  started. 

One  day  when  Martin  rode  on  a  bus, 
he  saw  the  most  horrible  sight  that  a 
person  can  see.  A  white  man  came  and 
there  were  nowhere  to  sit  so  the  driver 
yelled  the  poor  Rosa  Parks,  the  black 
lady  who  started  the  Bus  Boycott  which 
Martin  supported.  Bus  Boycott  is  when 
all  the  black  didn't  lake  the  bus  for  a 
whole  year,  they  rather  take  taxi,  ride 
with  a  friend  or  just  walk.  But  they 
believed  that  fighting  don't  do  anything 
but  this  Lime  they  were  wrong.  They 
started  to  fight  until  the  law  was 
changed.  All  of  the  black  people 
thanked  Martin. 

Martin  Luther  King  changed  all  the 
unfairlaws  all  over  the  country.  He  tried 
to  tell  everybody,  black  or  white  to  love 
oneanother.  That  made  him  the  winner 
of  the  1964  Nobel  Peace  Prize. 
Everybody  was  happy  but  one  man. 

In  1968  the  whole  worid  cried  for  the 
brave  young  man  had  died.  He  was  as- 
sassinated by  a  man  who  didn't  liked  his 
ideas.  From  that  day  Martin  had  left  a 
space  in  everyone's  heart  He  died  but 
he  wasn't  forgotten. 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Martin  Luther  King  was  bom  in 
1929.  He  was  a  great  man  and  he  help 
all  people.  He  tried  his  best  to  help 
blacks,  and  be  got  a  chance  to  help 
people.  He  boycotted  the  bus  station 
because  the  bus  station  made  black 
people  seat  in  the  back  of  the  bus,  he  did 
a  good  job  on  that  to,  so  after  the 
boycott  he  was  very  happy  some  things 
was  alrighL 

Martin  dream  was  for  all  humans  to 


Leland  Locksmith 

200  Leland  Avenue 

587-8403 

SALES  *  SERVICE  *  REPAIRS 
KEYS  MADE  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


Open  Mon.  thru  Fri.  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Sat.  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 


VISITACION  VALLEY 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 
SENIOR  PROGRAM 

Funded  by  S.F.  Commission  on  the  Aging 


Open  365  days  a  year 


Senior  Bingo 

Exercise 

Jewelry 

Foot  Doctor 

Meetings 

Day  outings 

Trips 

Walking  Club 
etc. ..etc... 


Reno 
Quilting 
Sewing 

Blood  Pressure 
Photography 
Gardening 
Oil  Painting 
Chubby  Class 
etc. ..etc... 


lunch  served  everyday 

Ceramics 
Embroidery 
Guest  Speakers 
Parties 
Potlucks 
Video  Day 
Cooking  Class 
Spanish  Class 
etc. ..etc 


66  Raymond  Ave.. ..467-4499... Pat  Crocker,  Director 


be  together.  He  tried  all  the  things  he 
could  do  to  stop  the  segregation.  He 
tried  the  bcycott  the  bus  and  other 
things.  He  was  the  greatest  civil  right 
leader  there  ever  was.  He  would  always 
be  remembered  by  schools  people  and 


places.  A  lot  of  people  love  him  to. 
Some  people  doesn't  like  integration 
and  the  people  who  doesn't  like  integra- 
tion doesn't  have  much  respect  for  what 
Mr.  King  did  for  all  humans.  He 
wanted  to  march  for  all  people.  He 
always  wanted  peace. 

Rest  In  Peace  Mr.  King 


BILLY  HUTTON  TRACK 
CLUB  STARTS  SEASON 

The  Billy  Hutton  Track  Club,  which 
has  produced  two  national  record 
holders,  opens  its  8th  season  Saturday. 
March  7, 1992.  The  Club  operates  as  a 
project  of  the  Tides  Foundation  and  is 
sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Physi- 
cal Education  at  San  Francisco  State 
University. 

The  Billy  Hutton  Track  Club 
provides  Bay  Area  boys  and  girls  ages  7 
-  lotTve  months  of  daily  instruction  and 
workouts,  quality  coaching,  and  super- 
vised travel  to  regional,  district  and  na- 
tional competitions.  Visitacion  Valley 
youth  are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Billy  Hutton  Track  Club 
under  the  mentorship  of  local  coach, 
Billy  RaySmith.  No  previous  track  ex- 
perience is  necessary,  and  new  mem- 
bers in  the  7-  lOage  group  are  especial- 
ly encouraged. 

At  the  Nationals  la&t  season,  the 
^  Club's  Bantam  Girls  (9-10  years  old) 
raced  to  national  championships  in 
both  the  4x100-  and  4x400-  meter  relays, 
and  Tonia  Broden  set  a  national  Youth 
Giris  (13-14)  record  in  the  100-meter 
hurdles  and  won  a  gold  medal  in  the  200 
meter  hurdles. 

Registration  for  the  Club  will  be  held 


Saturdaymoming,  March  7from  10:30- 
12:30  at  San  Francisco  State  University 
track  at  Cox  Stadium.  Daily  coaching 
and  trainingsessions  begin  on  Monday, 
March  9  at  SFSU  track  from  4:30- 
6:00pm. 

Registrants  are  required  to  submit  a 
copy  of  their  birth  certificate  and  to  sign 
the  Club's  Code  of  Conduct  coniracL 
Registrants  must  bring$12  for  member- 
ship in  TAC  (The  Athletics  Congress, 
the  governing  body  for  track  and  field 
in  the  U.S.)  and  $75  for  Billy  Hutton 
Track  Club  dues  for  the  March-July 
season. 

Club  dues  represent  only  a  small 
fraction  oftheClub's  cost  of  sponsoring 
an  athlete.  The  Club's  expenses  are 
principall)'  rod  through  charitable  con- 
tributions to  theTides  Foundation/Billy 
Hutton  Track  CLub  by  individuals,  cor- 
porations and  foundations.  A  redac- 
tion or  waivtrofthe  Club  does  may  be 
granted  in  cases  of  need. 

Club  meets  begin  in  April.  The  pro- 
gram concludes  the  end  of  July  with  the 
Club's  participation  in  the  country's 
mostcompetiti\'eyouth  track  meet-the 
TAC  Junior  Olympic  Nationals,  to  be 
held  this  year  in  Southern  Ciilifomia. 

Parents  who  have  questions  may  call 
the  Club  at  (415)668-1329. 


VISITACION  VALLEY  CENTER  GYM 
66  RAYMOND  AVE:  1:00  PM 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 
CATERING  AVAILABLE 
OPEN  GAME  DAYS 

Hours:  Mon.  thru  Fri,  7.00  a.m.  to  4.-00  p.m. 


Exeentive  Cafe 

150  EXECUTIVE  PARK  BLVD. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
AT  SAN  FRANCISCO  EXECUTIVE  PARK 

(415  -  468-0500) 

Tuntex  Properties,  Inc.,  San  Francisco 


Visitacion  Valley  Dental  Office 
Albert  Kuan,  DJ).S. 


107o  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Ave.»  San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134 
tJon..Pri.M0U5:0fl    Saicnlej  MO  U  L<^0 
Phone  239-5500  for  appointment 


YVONNE 

The  Pioneer  Hotel,  in  Woodside, 
one  hour's  drive  down  the  Peninsula, 
was  a  weli-kjiown  landmark  reminiscing 
of  the  Wild  West  It  bad  the  oldest  bar 
in  California.  Though  no  longer  used  as 
a  hotel,  it  was  open  to  the  public  as  a 
gourmet  restaurant  and  cocktail 
lounge. 

I  made  it  a  habit  to  go  there  most 
Saturday  evenings,  to  sit  in  the  lounge, 
set  up  my  easel,  and  do  quick  portraits 
for  a  couple  of  dollars. 

I  had  the  freedom  of  the  place  and 
was  welcome  at  any  time,  as  I  was  con- 
sidered good  entertainment  for  their 
patrons.  The  clientele  was  exclusive 
and  well-behaved. 

I  became  a  regular  fixture  for  nearly 
tM.'enty  years.  I  used  the  interior  of  the 
restaurant  as  a  sho\vpiacc  for  my  paint- 
ings, which  were  selling  at  a  faster  rate 
than  in  most  galleries.  I  was  well  liked 
and  spoiled  by  my  good  friends,  the 
Cominolis,  who  owned  the  place. 


It  was  an  escape  for  me,  to  get  away 
from  the  bouse  where  I  was  constantly 
tied  down  ■with  painting,  taking  care  of 
an  invalid  wife  and  giving  art  lessons.  It 
was  a  welcome  change  and  I  made  many 
friends. 

Among  my  fondest  memories,  I 
recall  the  time  when  Yvonne  was  the 
hostess.  Young,  slim,  immaculate  in 
appearance  and  regal  in  bearing,  she 
was  a  living  doll.  Wearing  new  e\'ening 
gowns  every  weekend,  widi  st>'lish  coif- 
fures and  flattering  makeup,  she  looked 
in  every  respect  like  a  model  out  of  a 
fashion  magazine. 

In  ti^th,  she  was  a  model,  although 
not  a  professional  one.  She  was 
rewarded  with  free  dresses  and  cos- 
metics while  advertising  for  neighbor- 
ing boutiques.  A  sign  in  the  lobby  listed 
the  stores  that  carried  the  st^'les  worn 
by  the  hostess.  By  all  standards,  she  was 
a  ravishing  beauty. 

Since  I  was  the  artist  in  residence, 
imbued  wth  a  touch  of  glamour,  she 
decided,  in  her  adolescent  mind,  that 
she  had  a  crush  on  me.  She  was  tvi'en- 
ty-eight  years  old.  I  was  her  senior  by 
t\^'entyyears,  and  married.  That  did  not 
deter  her.  She  would  get  me  in  comers 
and  kiss  me.  I,  being  a  gentleman,  was 
ejqjected  to  submit  and  respond.  What 
agony! 

She  was  not  satisfied.  She  wanted 


Salesperson  Needed 


••• 


COMMIS^OKT:  How  much  you  earn  is 

uptoTOU! 

The  GRAPE\'TNE«,ls  seekliig  help  In  Marketing.  Sell 
ads  for  a  iriDnthly  newspaper  that  Is  young, 
up  to  date,  and  eagerly  anticipated  by  the  neighbors 
each  month  We  feel  that  the  most  successful 
salesperson  is  one  who  LIKES  the  product  he/she 
sells.   Call  for  an  appointment  to  come  review  our 
fine  publication,  and  decide  for  yourself  If  this  Is 
the  PERFECT  part-time  Job  for  YOU  I  (415>467-6400 


GRAPEVINE 

ADVERTISING  RATES 


RJU.PAGE(10'X15^  S150.00/MONTH 

HALFPAGEClCXy-l/ai  SaO.OO/MOf^nH 

lAPAGc  (5'X7-1/20  S 45.00/MONr7VI 

1/8PAGE  {S'Xa-Srtl  S25.00/MONTM 

BUSINESS  CARD  SIZE  (5*X2-l/2^  S15.00/MONTH 

15%  DISCOUNTFOR  12  MONTH  AD  CONTRACT. 

1 0%  DISCOUNT  FOR  6  MONTH  AD  CONTRACT. 


CATCH  The  BuuieBa  Taa  Want 


ADVERTISE  IN  THE  VISHAOON  VALLEY 

GRAPRVKNE 


'••DEADUNE  FOR  ADS  =  20TH  OF  MONTH  PRIOR  TO  ISSUE  MONTH' 


SPATS  8c  SQUABBLES? 

We  Can  Help 

Community  Boards 
239-6100 


Free  Fast  A  Effective  Conflict  Resolution 


L.Kirk  Miller  AIA 


HOOD  MILLER  ASSOCIATES 


Archilecture 
Planning 
Urban  Design 


60  Federal  Street 
San  Francisco  9410/ 
Telephone  415  777  5775 


fDC  to  go  to  her  apartment  after  work, 
make  love  to  ber  and  wait  until  she  was 
asleep  in  my  arms.  Then  I  could  leave 
her  and  go  to  my  wife.  That  was  ber 
dream,  but  I  refused  to  cooperate. 

It  was  not  that  I  was  a  paragon  of 
virtue.  Far  from  it,  but  I  have  my  own 
standards.  Yvonne  simply  wasn't  my 
type.  I  could  not  tell  her  that,  lest  I  lose 
her  friendship.  My  excuse  was  that  1 
was  married  and  I  did  notwant  an  affair. 
An  occasional  kiss  would  keep  ber  con- 
tented and  happy. 

That  went  on  for  several  years  while 
she  kept  telling  everybody  we  were 
lovers,  it  could  do  no  harm  since  I 
refused  to  see  her  outside  the  club. 

She  became  more  and  more  pas- 
sionate and  demanding,  and  one  day 
she  told  me  if  I  did  not  make  love  to  her, 
she  would  kill  herself.  I 

refused  to  believe  her  and  called  ber 
childish  and  immature. 

When  I  ansiA'ered  the  phone  a  few 
days  later,  I  was  told  Yvonne  was  in  the 
hospital,  recovering  from  an  overdose 
of  sleepingpills,  and  that  she  was  asking 
for  me. 

I  went  and  we  had  a  long  ai:d  serious 
session.  I  told  her  I  loved  her  as  a  dear 
precious  friend  and  I  tried  to  make  her 
understand  that  under  the  circumstan- 
ces it  were  best  not  to  see  each  other 
again.  Then  I  resigned  from  the  Club. 

That  was  the  end  of  It  She  kept 
calling  at  the  house.  My  wife  was 
bedridden  and  was  taking  all  of  the 
calls. 

"Who  is  this  woman  who  keeps  call- 
ingyou?" 

"She  is  a  friend,  and  she  is  sick.  Iwish 
you'd  get  rid  of  her." 

She  did,  Yvonne  stopped  calling. 

Yearswentby.  In  the  meantime  my 
wife  had  passed  away. 

One  day  the  phone  rang.  "This  is 
Yvonne."  After  a  few  greetings,  she 
said,  "I  just  wanted  you  to  know  that  I 
am  happily  married,  and  I  would  like 
you  to  come  over  and  meet  my  hus- 
band." 
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Spurred  by  curiosity,  I  dropped  in 
unexpectedly  a  few  days  later.  She 
came  to  the  door.  I  hardly  recognized 
her.  What  had  become  of  the 
glamorous  mannikin?  Where  was  the 
fiair  and  the  allure  and  the  sophistica- 
tion? 

She  had  gained  at  least  twenty 
pounds.  Her  hair  was  lose  to  her 
shoulders.  No  makeup  covered  her 
face.  She  wore  a  plain  housedress 
which  allowed  her  ample  breasts  to 
wobble  at  ber  slightest  movement  Her 
derriere  was  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of 
her  figure,  undulating  provocatively  at 
every  step. 

She  introduced  me  to  her  husband,  a 
quiet  man  much  older  than  she,  but  I 
was  not  listening.  I  kept  staring  at  her 
figure.  Suddenly  she  had  become  the 
most  desirable  woman  I  had  ever  seen  - 
voluptuous,  fantastic,  capable  of  arous- 
ing my  most  erotic  fantasies. 

How  could  I  possibly  have  denied 
such  a  glorious  creature?  Now  that  I 
could  not  have  her  I  wanted  her. 

Nobody  can  analyze  our  preferen- 
ces, our  likes  and  dislikes.  I  never  could 
abide  a  slim,  slender  woman.  As  a  pil- 
low partner,  I  always  bad  a  penchant 
forvoluptuous  women,  warm,  soft,  pal- 
pable. Especially  today,  when  thinness 
is  overemphasized,  do  I  resent  a  woman 
who,  Iookingstarved,shapelessand  sex- 
less, flaunts  her  thinness,  bragging 
about  her  figure. 

I  recall  the  days,  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  when  'Good  Housekeeping' 
magazine  used  to  feature  recipes  of 
coconut  cream  pies  to  induce  their 
women  readers  to  achieve  that  plump 
figure  men  love  so  much. 

Thinness  today  is  a  fad,  something 
that  cannot  last  It  is  against  nature  and 
all  common  sense.  Undernourished  is 
as  much  a  sickness  as  ovemourished. 
Fortunately,  ail  is  not  lost  The  world  is 
no  danger  of  losing  its  voluptuous 
women.  Nature  is  fighting  back,  and  the 
more  women  insist  in  going  on  reducing 
diets,  the  fatter  they  get 
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Word  list  from  poem  on  this  page  by  Eugene  Field 


Origins  of  the  Black  Press 

pari  tnt* 

Another  pioneer  of  black  journalism 
served  with  Rev.  Samuel  Cornish  when 
he  began  editing  the  Wecldy  Advocate 
in  1837. 

Philip  A  Bell  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  New  York  weekly  soon  to  be  retitled 
the  Colored  American  in  March. 

Bom  m  1808,  bis  militant  style  of 
reporting  led  many  writers  to  refer  to 
him  as  the  "Napoleon"  of  the  black 
press. 

When  Comisb  retired  in  i839,  Dr. 
James  McCune  Smith  joined  Bell  as 
co-editor  of  the  Colored  American. 
Bell  in  turn  left  the  newspaper  in 
Smith's  hands  in  1841. 

Arriving  in  San  Francisco  nearly  two 
decades  later.  Bell  went  to  work  for 
Peter  Anderson's  newly  founded 
Pacific  Appeal,  which  began  publica- 
tion in  1861 

Anderson's  newspaper  was  the 

second  btcick  journal  to  be  published  in 
San  Francisco,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Mirror  of  the  Times, 
founded  in  1856  by  delegates  who  at- 
tended the  first  Colored  Convention  of 
California  in  Sacramento  the  previous 
year. 

Mirror  of  the  Times  was  edited  by 
Mifflin  W.  Gibbs  and  John  H. 


TowTisend. 

Bell'sassociation  with  Anderson  and 
the  Pacific  Appeal  deteriorated  quickly 
as  the  two  argued  constantly  over  the 
various  issues  presented  in  the 
newspaper's  pages. 

After  only  four  months,  Bell  left  bis 
editorial  post  and  eventual^  started  a 
competing  newspaper,  the'  Elevator, 
founded  in  Apnl  1865. 

For  more  than  a  decade  the  two 
editors  were  bitter  rivals,  their  opinions 
continually  cisshing  in  their  journals, 
until  the  Pacific  Appeal  suspended 
publication  in  the  late  ia70*s. 

Bell  strong!)'  ad\'ocated  political  and 
civil  liberties  to  all  blacks  who  were 
American  citizens,  arguing  strongly  for 
everything  from  better  black  education 
to  the  state  of  the  black  labor  move- 
ment 

After  20  years  of  publishing  the 
Elevator,  save  for  a  brief  period  in  1872 
when  financial  problems  saw  him  sell- 
ing and  later  reacquiring  the  newspaper 
from  Alexander  Ferguson,  a  serious  ill- 
ness fi^5I^y  forced  Beil  to  retire  in  1885 
at  the  age  of  77.  He  died  fouryears  later 
on  April  24.  1889. 

Publication  of  the  newspaperwas  as- 
sumed by  the  Elevator  Publishing  Com- 
pany, which  ran  the  newspaper  for 
another  14  years  before  its  demise  in 
1899. 


HII MONTU 

I  n    San  Francisco 

HISTORY 


Mar.  1:  In  1859,  the  seal  of  the  City 
of  San  Francisco  was  adopted. 

Mar.  3:  In  1950,  the  old  Third 
Street  Bridge  at  Islais  Ci^ek,  having 
been  redesigned  into  a  six-lane  roller 
bearing  span,  was  reopened. 

Mar.  4;  in  1934.  the  Easter  Cross 
onML  Davidson,  for  manyyears  thesite 
of  an  annual  sunrise  service,  was  offi- 
cially dedicated. 

Mar.  14:  In  1870.  following  debates 
and  compromises  between  the 
municipal  government,  land  owners 
and  squatters,  a  legislati\'e  act  was  final- 
ly passed  reserving  land  to  de\'elop 
Golden  Gate  Park.  In  1896,  Adolph 
Sutro.  then  Mayor  of  san  Francisco, 
opened  bis  world  famous  Sutro  Baths 
adjacenttohisCliff  House.  Sutro  Baths 
was  destroyed  in  a  mysterious  1966  fire. 

Mar.  18:  In  1849,  a  pre-gold  rush 
census  was  taken  of  San  Francisco's 
adult  white  population,  listing  575 


males.  177  females,  and  60  children  of 
school  age.  In  1850,  the  municipal  og- 
verment  declared  that  all  land  titles 
made  or  any  forms  of  sale  were  illegal 
unless  approved  by  the  Town  Council 
or  elected  alcalde. 

Mar.  22:  In  1957,  an  earthquake 
registering  5.3  on  the  Richter  Scale 
shook  the  Bay  Area  at  11:45a.m.  Two 
lesser  tremors  had  been  felt  earlier  that 
day.  In  1963,  the  last  prisoners  were 
removed  form  Alcatraz,  a  federal 
penitentiar>'  for  nearl)'  30  years. 

Mar.  26:  In  1851.  titles  to  all  lots 
located  below  the  high  water  mark 
within  [be  limits  of  the  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco were  officially  relinquished  by  an 
act  of  California  legislature.  In  1855. 
Washington  St.  between  Dupont 
(Grant  Ave.)  and  Kearny  Sts.  became 
one  of  the  first  paved  streets  in  the  City. 

Mar.  28:  In  1853.  the  lighthouse  on 
AJcatraz  Island,  one  of  several  under 
construction  at  various  locations,  was 
completed. 

Mar.  29:  In  1856,  the  English  clip- 
per ship  "Florence  Nighengale"  set  a 
new  record  from  London  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, making  the  voyage  in  121  days. 

Mar.  30:  In  1854,  the  new  United 
States  Branch  Mint,  a  three  story  struc- 
ture  on  Commercial  St.  near 
Montgomery,  was  completed  at  the  cost 
of$29^  thousand. 


They  Were  San  Franciscans 


FI-ORKNCK  FRIEDM/VN 

As  Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Center  turns  74  this  month,  festivities 
will  celebrate  the  charitable  efforts  of 
its  distinguished  late  founder.  Miss 
Florence  P.  Freidman. 

Bom  March  17. 1887  in  Leemoore, 
a  small  town  about  30  miles  southwest 
of  Visalia,  California,  Miss  Friedman 
was  a  descendant  of  pioneering 
grandparents  having  emigrated  from 
Germany  in  1861. 

She  first  attended  school  in  Stock- 
ton, unUl  her  family  moved  first  to  Oak- 
land and  eventually  to  the  City's  Mis- 
sion district. 

After  graduating  from  Giri's  High 
School,  Miss  Friedman  spent  a  year  in 
Chicago  attendingtbe  Lewis  Inetitute  of 
Technology,  volunteering  her  spare 
lime  as  a  sOcial  worker  under  Jane 
Adams  at  Hull  House. 

She  returned  to  San  Francisco  to 
complete  her  trainingas  an  instructor  at 
Slate  College. 

Visitacion  Valley  was  little  but 
rural  village  when  Miss  Friedman  ar- 
rived in  1909  to  teach  all  eight  grades  on 
a  rotaiton  basis  at  VIstaclon  Valley 
Elementary  School. 

When  the  United  States  entered 
the  First  World  War  in  1917,  the  Army 
took  over  the  nearby  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  yard,  encamping  troops  ready 
for  battle. 

With  a  modest  government  allot- 
ment of  ten  dollars  a  month,  Miss  fried- 
man  volunteered  her  services  as  direc- 


tor of  the  War  Camp  Community  Ser- 
vice Center,  setting  up  facilities  on 
March  14, 1918  in  a  small  wooden  build- 
ing still  standing  at  101  Raymond  Ave. 
at  the  comer  of  Alpha  St 

With  the  siting  of  the  armistice 
came  a  termination  of  govemment 
funds,  but  donations  from  other  sources 
kept  the  center  in  operation. 

Miss  Friedman  visualized  the  ex- 
panding neighborhood  one  day  out- 
growing the  center's  cramped 
storefront  quarters,  and  secured  a  spa- 
cious site  on  the  north  side  of  Raymond 
Ave.  half-a-block  down  towards  San 
Bruno  Ave. 

She  engaged  the  services  of  more 
than  200  local  workers  who  labored 
tediously  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to 
make  the  new  center  a  reality. 
Generous  local  contractors  and  rest- 
dents  donated  building  materials  and 
equipment 

Located  at  66  Raymond  Ave.,  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
was  officially  incorporated  in  192Z 

In  1941,  a  two-story  building  was 
complete  at  50  Raymond  Ave.,  bousing 
a  baliroom.classroom  and  administra- 
tive offices. 

Miss  Friedman  retired  as  the 
center's  executive  director  in  1959, 
moving  to  Peabody  Sl  after  decades  of 
residence  in  the  center's  upstairs  apart- 
ment She  remained  active  in  neighbor- 
hood affairs  until  a  hip  injury  neces- 
sitated her  1981  moving  to  a  nursing 
home.  She  died  on  April  28. 1984  at  the 
age  of  95. 

As  the  Community  Center 
celebrates  its  anniversary,  the  spirit  of 
Miss  Friedman  lives  on. 


LITTLE  BOY  BLUE 

by  Eugeru Field  (1850- JS95) 

The  liiile  toy  dog  is  covered  wiOj  dust. 
But  iiurdj-and  iuuncb  be  sundi; 
And  the  hiiJe  loy  soldier  is  red  wib  rust, 

And  bis  musket  moulds  in  his  bands. 
Time  was  when  ifie  litUe  toy  dog  u-as  new, 
And  ibe  soldier  was  passing  fair, 
And  ihai  was  ihc  lime  wben  our  LiiiJe  Boy  Blue 
Kjssed  ibem  and  put  ibem  there. 

'.N'ou  don'iyou  go  u'lJ  J  come,*  be  said. 
'And  don 'l  you  moke  any  noise!" 
So  toddling  off  to  his  irundle-bed 
He  dreamt  of  bis  pretty  to\'s. 
And  as  he^-&s  dreaming,  an  angel  song 
Awakened  our  LiitJe  Boy  Blue.- 
Ob,  ibe  years  are  many,  the  years  are  long. 
But  the  littJe  toy  friends'  are  true! 

Ay,  faithful  lo  btiJe  Bo>'  Blue  ihcy  stand. 
Each  in  the  same  old  place. 
Awaiting  ihc  touch  of  a  liiiJe  band. 
Tbe  smile  of  a  litiJe  face. 
And  they  wonder, 
As  waiting  these  longyears  through. 
Wtat  has  become  of  our  UiiJe  Boy  Blue 
Since  be  kissed  tbcm  and  put  tbem  there. 


Message  for  Black 
Americans:  Health  is  Life 


One  by  one,  Americans  have  been 
learning  that  lifest>'Ie  factors,  including 
diet,  can  affect  their  risk  for  chronic 
illness  such  as  cancer  and  heart  disease 

This  wave  of  information  has  not 
spread  evenly  however,  and  pockets-of 

thepopuiationcontinuetosuffer  higher 
rates  of  these  life-threatening  illnesses. 
The  poor  are  at  greatest  risk,  and  Black 
Americans  comprise  a  dispropor- 
tionate number  of  our  nation's  poor. 

How  can  concerned  groups  get  the 
word  out  where  it's  needed?  A  recent 
project  launched  at  the  1991  National 
Urban  League  annua!  meeting  says 
make  tbe  communication  culturally 
sensitive  and  make  it  relevant  to  specific 
interests. 

Seven  posters  designed  for  Black 
Americans      within  specific 


demographics  --  pregnant  women, 
children,  adolescents,  the  elderly  --  are 
being  jointly  promoted  by  the  National 
Urban  League  (NUL).  the  Food 
Marketing  institute  and  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration's  Office  of  Con- 
sumer Affairs. 

All  the  posters  in  the  series  carry  the 
legend,  "Health  Is  Life",  with  special 
messages  for  different  groups  shewn 
with  colorful,  lively  illustrations.  Ex- 
pectant mothers  are  advised  "Every- 
thing Comes  From  You. ..Nutrition  Is 
the  Key  to  a  Healthier  Baby."  And 
teens  get  the  rap,  "Health  Is  Hype." 

Mo' Better  Bodies 

Is  The  Way  to  Be 

Stay  Healthy  and  Eat 

Nutritiously 

"This  project  is  an  important  first 
step  in  introducing  nutrition  education 
to  a  segment  of  the  population  that  is 
often  left  out  of  many  health  informa- 
tion channels,"  said  Alexander  Grant, 
associate  commissioner  of  consumeraf- 


fairs  at  FDA. 

In  addition  to  the  poster  campaign, 
demonstration  projects  in  ten  cities  arc 
beingplanned  tooffer  nutrition  training 
workshops  for  inner-city  health  coor- 
dinators. 

'The  goal  is  to  reach  under-served 
populations  with  the  'Health  Is  Life' 
message,"  Grant  said.  "The  program 
will  offer  professional  guidance  so  that 
these  populations  can  understand  how 
wise  food  choices  can  have  a  positive 
effect  on  their  health  and  the  health  of 
their  families." 


Health  Is  Life  posters  can  be 
ordered  from  the  National  Urban 
Lcagoe  for  $5  each  or  £21  for  the 
complete  set.  To  receive  an  order 
form  showing  all  seven  posters, 
contact  IFIC  Food  Education 
Foundation,  1100  Connecticut 
Ave.,  N.W.,  Suite  430, 
Washington,  D.C.  20036. 
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BROWN  INTRODUCES 
NEEDLE  EXCHANGE  BILL 

from  page  1 

alcohol  and  condoms. 

•  A  recent  Yale  studj'  of  a  needle 
exchange  program  in  New  Haven  es- 
timated that  the  program  would  result 
in  a  33%  reduction  in  HIV  transmis- 
sion. 

•  The  National  Commission  on 
AIDS  recentJy  reported  that,  "fears  that 
needle  and  syringe  exchange  and  dis- 
tribution programs  might  encourage 
drug  uses  and  create  a  new  class  of  drug 
injectors  have  not  materialized." 

•  Finally,  the  Commission  recom- 
mends that  laws  and  regulations  thai 
block  imple^nentation  and  study  of 
needle  and  syringe  distribution 
programs  be  repealed. 


ESSAY  CONTEST 

from  page  1 

pletion  of  their  education  and  show  no 
signs  of  giving  up,  page  noted.  "With  the 
dropout  rate  climbing  above  30  percent 
across  the  country,  we  must  look  care- 
fully et  what  happens  to  these  students 
as  tfacj'  gel  older,"  Page  said.  "Wc  need 
to  close  the  gap  between  the  students' 
expectations  in  fourth  grade  and  their 
discouragement  by  the  time  they  reach 
high  school.  And  we  need  to  find  out 
what  turns  off  to  school  in  between." 
Grand  Prize  Winner 

Ever^'  student  who  entered  the 
contest  will  receive  an  autographed 
poster  of  Page  bearing  the  words,  "Stay 
in  school.  You're  too  good  to  lose." 

The  KodaklAlan  Page  Challenge 
in  the  Great  Cities  is  the  latest  chapter 
in  an  ongoing  program  that  takes  Page 
to  urban  classrooms  around  the 
country  lo  discuss  how  education  is  the 
key  to  a  student's  future.  Kodak  began 
sponsoring  Page's  classroom  visits  in 
1988,  after  Whitmore  beard  Page's 
remarks  during  induction  into  Pro 
Football  Hall  of  Fame.  In  his  speech. 
Page  Challenged  the  nation's  urban 
parents  to  take  a  more  active  role  in  the 
education  of  their  children. 


MAYORS  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Cornelius  Garrison 

San  Francisco's  fifth  mayor,  Cor- 
nelius K.  Garrison  could  probably  have 
been  considered  one  of  the  City's  most 
influential  businessmen.  He  managed 
to  get  nominated  and  elected  to  the  lop 
po6t  within  six  months  of  arriving  in  the 
Bay  ARea. 

Known  affectionately  as  Com- 
modore Garrison  because  of  his 
lifelong  affiliation  with  the  shipping 
business,  be  began  his  experience  at  an 
early  age. 

Born  at  Fort  Montgomery,  New 
York  on  March  1,  1809,  Garrison  left 
home  at  13  to  pursue  bis  dream  of  work- 
ing on  boats  navigating  the  Hudson 
River.  Aftera  fewyears,  he  enrolled  at 
a  New  York  unK'ersity  to  study  architec- 
ture, eventually  gaining  steady  employ- 
ment around  the  Geat  Lakes  as  a  ship- 
builder. 

Moving  to  New  Orleans,  Garrison 
decided  to  concentrate  his  efforts  in 
operating  a  shipping  line,  but  was  dis- 
couraged when  a  disastrous  steamboat 
fire  destroyed  his  entire  assets. 

Following  the  cue  of  many  a  forty- 
niner.  Garrison  travelled  west  in 
February,  1&49.  but  stopped  in  Panama 
City,  then  the  treacherous  halfway  point 
of  all  westward  sea  joumej's. 

In  late  March.  1853,  Garrison  trans- 
ferred to  his  steamship  employer's  San 
Francisco  office,  experiencing  the 
growing  commerce,  and  consequently, 
problems  of  the  expanding  community. 

Becominga  prominent  figureamong 
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the  ranks  of  the  City's  top  businessmen. 
Garrison's  name  was  mentioned  as  a 
nominee  for  mayor.  Campaigned  as  a 
candidate  who  could  organize  an  even- 
then  financially  strapped  city  budget,  he 
was  soon  elected  and  inaugurated 
mayor,  assuming  office  on  October  3, 
1853. 

During  bis  year  in  office.  Garrison's 
administration  saw  several  ideas  imple- 
mented to  improve  the  Gty's  many 

rough  edges.  Nearly  $2  million  in  bay 
water  lots  were  sold;  several  new 
firehouses  were  constructed,  as  were  a 
number  of  the  City's  first  strategically 
located  cisterns;  solidly  built  schools 
replaced  many  rustic  shacks  as  the  first 
public  schools;  a  telegraph  line  com- 
pleted from  Point  Lobos  to  Telegraph 
Hill  provided  important  maritime  in- 
formation; streetlights  illuminated  with 
coal  gas  were  installed  on  some  of  the 
City's  principal  streets;  and  San 
Francisco's  first  organized  landscaping 
was  accomplished  with  the  planting  of 
trees  and  shrubbery  In  Ponsmouth 
Square. 

In  the  midst  of  Garrison's  term,  a 
new  political  party  called  the  Know- 
Nothings  challenged  the  established 
Democrats  and  Whigs,  claiming  the 
City  was  over-financed  with  high 
salaried  politicians  wrought  with  cor- 
ruption. Lawyer  Stephen  P.  Webb  was 
nominated  to  challenge  the  incumbent 
in  the  fall  mayoral  election. 

Despite  his  immense  popularity  with 
the  townspeople,  Garrison  was  never- 
theless on  the  short  end  of  their  votes. 

With  three  partners,  be  helped  es- 
tablish a  local  bank  in  1856  before 
returning  to  his  native  New  York  in 
1859. 


Garrison  assisted  Union  forces  with 
his  shipping  expertise  during  the  Civil 
War,  recervingan  honorfrom  President 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  later  founded 
yet  another  steamship  company  before 
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to  Grow 


Garry  Bieringer,  Executive  Director 
of  San  Francisco  Educational  Services 
has  announced  that  they  will  be  moving 
to  new  quarters  as  of  this  coming  July 
1st.  SFES,  as  it  is  affectionately  called, 
will  be  opening  the  Southeast  Educa- 
tional Youth  Center  on  the  site  of  All 
Hallows  School,  which  is  on  Lane 
StreeL  one  block  from  Third  Su-eeL 
The  Youth  Center  will  offer  dropout 
prevention  programs,  space  for  out- 


retiring  on  the  East  Coast  He  died  in 
New  YorkCit>-on"May  1.  1885. 

Garrison  Avenue,  which  loops 
around  the  Geneva  Towers  in 
Visitacion  Valley,  is  named  in  his  honor. 

reach  workers,  a  computer  center,  a 
kitchen  to  teach  basic  food  preparation 
skills,  individual  rooms  for  family  coun- 
seling, educational  and  vocational  as- 
s<;ssments  and  one-to-one  tutoring,  a 
study  hall  room,  glee  clubs  and  drama 
clubs,,  science  and  art  classes/exhibits, 
3  video  learning  lab,  a  curriculum  and 
lending  library,  a  physical  fitness  and 
dance  room  and  a  dark  room. 

THe  Youth  Center  is  a  culmination 
of  two  years  of  planning  on  the  part  of 
the  SFES  Board  and  Staff.  Mr. 
Bieringer  states  that  the  Youth  Center 
could  not  have  been  accomplished 
without  their  active  and  enthusiastic  as- 
sistance, and  wishes  to  thank  everj'one 
who  helped. 
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Please  send  your  announcements,  invitations,  photos,  greetings, 
and  other  social  items,  whether  hi-brow,  low-life,  serious  or 
silly,  to  the  GRAPEVINE,  c/o  WCC,  50  Raymond  Ave.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94134,  or  call  467  6400. 


Shirfetha  Holmes-Boxx  and  Brenda  Ha}Ties  thank  Assembly  Speaker  Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr.  for  his  continued  support  to  the  youth  of  Visitacion  Valley. 
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Senior  Marketing 
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Born  and  raised  In  Visitacion  Valiey 
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residential  brokerage 
services 


Grubb^>Ellis 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

(415)  334-1880 


A  NEW  START 
HAIR  STUDIO 

SPECIAUZIHG  IN  COMPLETE  HAIR  CARE 

Men  -  Women  -  Children 

TUESDAY  SPECIAL 

20  %  OFF! 

Reasonable  Prices 

CALL  for  an  appointment 
or  COME  IN 

(415)  584-3077 
222  Leiand  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


